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ETT recruitment:
HC quashes upper
age limit fixed by
previous govt

HTCorrespondent
« g heEhndusant mes cam

CHANDIGARH: The Punjab and
Haryana high court has
quashed a condition whereby
candidates above 37 yearsof age
were not to be considered for

the 3,522 posts of ETT teachers,
advertised in November 2015,

by the previous SAD-BJP gov-
ernment.

The high court bench of jus-
tice Jaishree Thakur ruled that
norms notified for Class-3
Primary Service Cadre Teach-
ers in 1997, would prevail
over the General Conditions of
Service Rules of 1994, The
framers of the 1997 Rules(being
later in point of time)werewell
aware of the age limit as pre-
scribed in the general condition
of servicerules of 1994 and con-
sciously fixed the upper age
limit in the 1997 rules to be
42 years.

“Oncerulesare in existence,
therewill be nooccasion todevi-
ate from them by reducing the
age of eligible applicants to 37.
Reduction of age in the adver-
tisement is unwarranted being
dehors (outside the scope of) the
rules,” the HC bench said.

Forty-odd petitioners, alleli-
gible candidates as per qualifi-
cation, had submitted that age
criterion should be between 18
and 42and not the 37 asfixed by
government. Interviews were
heldin January 2016. The adver-
tisement for the 3,522 posts of
ETT teachers was issued on
November 9, 2015 and last date
toapply for these postswas Jan-
uary 9.
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